Hmmmmm.....

..orders have been given to the president’s private secretary
and the Infantry Captain Lewis to ascend(go up) the Missouri
River with a military command, and supplied with the articles
necessary to make the proper observations at different points,
and if circumstances favor the extension of the enterprise, they
are to proceed as far as the Pacific Ocean; while wagers of
consideration have been laid that the United States will have a
seaport on said (Pacific) ocean before five years roll by.
An express ought immediately to be to the governor of
Santa Fe, and another to the captain-general of Chihuaha, in
order that they may detach a sufficient body of chasseurs
[soldiers] to intercept Captain Lewis and his party, who are on
the Missouri River, and force them to retire or take them
prisoners.

Translated “from transcript of the original Archivo de Indias, Papeles procedentes de la Isla de Cuba,
Esatdos del Misisipi.”



